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Vaile Park, the Col. Harvey K. Vaile 1-iansion in Independence, Missouri 

is an unusually large residential structure designed in the Victorian 

French Renaissance revival style, constructed of dark red brick and 

partially trimned in white limestone. The house has full basement, 

two full stories and a third story under a mansard roof. A four 

story tower is at the center of the facade (east side). The house 

was designed by Kansas City architect Asa Cross in the early l870!s.

The present approximate 5.6 acres of land on which the house is lo 

cated has been reduced from 630 original acres. Outbuildings (see 

map) located in yard surrounding the house included:

1) Combination horse barn and carriage house to the west of the 

house. This building is intact and its design is in harmony with 

that of the large house. It is presently separated from the house 

by a public roadway, North Osage Street, and is in separate ownership.

2) A wine cellar southwest of the house, at the corner of North 

Osage Street and Kendall Avenue, reportedly located in a section of 

the basement of the old Perry Brock grist mill. (Kansas City Journal- 

Post, March 20, 1927, p. 9c.) The site is currently identifiable 

by an expanse of concrete which appears to be a cap over the old 

cellar.

3) The site of a greenhouse formerly located north of the house, is 

presently occupied by a wooden pergola.

The mansion is conplex in plan, detail and finish. It exemplifies 

the High Victorian taste for leaving no surface areas untouched.

The basic four walls do not rise in four planes but have two story 

bays terminating in dormers at the third story level pulled out 

from their surfaces. Porches, stairways, a broadly overhanging 

bracketed cornice and pent roofs over some windows contribute to the 

physical and visual disruption of plain wall surfaces.

The roof profile of the house is sirrdlarly complex as a result of 

the inclusion of the facade (east wall) tower with its double mansard 

roof, heavy bracketed cornices, belfry at the southwest corner of 

the house, finials, ornamental iron cresting, and chimneys with 

bulging upper termini.

Hand pressed brick for the walls was purchased from contractor 

William Randall for $50,000. (Kansas City Journal-Post, March 20, 
1927, p. 9c.) ___            

A limestone belt course caps the foundation walls.

Windows throughout are framed in wood. Sash are double hung with a 

single plate of glass in each sash. Windows on the facade (east wall)
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and on the sections of the south and north sidewalls visible 

from liberty Street (east of the house) have stone sills and 

lintels. Elsewhere brick segment arches were used with keys 

and termini of limestone.

All windows and doors are narrow in proportion to height, a 

relationship that accentuates the appearance of extreme verti- 

cality of the walls.

The roof is of colored slate arranged in diamond' pattern, a motif 

repeated on the roof of the horse barn-carriage house to the west 

of the main house.

An especially noteworthy feature of the house is the sheer abund 

ance of detailed finish applied to the exterior. This seems to 

have been done more in the spirit of achieving maximum utilization 

of each supporting surface than as an exhibition of artistic 

sensitivity. A high proportion of this finish is composed of 

pierced wood sheathing, pendants, quarter circle brackets, stick 

braces and mouldings.

The interior was originally richly finished with watercolor mural 

work by imported European artists of the owner-builder's choosing. 

(Kansas City Journal-Post, March 20, 1927, p. 9c.) One of the 

original nine marble-faced fireplaces cost $1500. The front door, 

spiral staircase and room divider panels are walnut. The remain 

der of the interior woodwork is of painted i-ihite pine. (Kansas City 

Journal-Post, March 20, 1927, p. 9c.)

The ceilings are 1)4 feet high throughout the housej three chande 

liers, originally intended for the White House in Washington B.C. 

were purchased by Vaile for §800. (Kansas City Journal-Post, 

March 20, 1927, p. 9c.)

The house is in structurally sound condition at present. Some 

exterior tuckpointing is needed. The interior is reportedly in 

good condition with few changes in the original.form and finish. 

Because of the present use of the building, interior inspection 

was not permitted.
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Vaile Park, the Col. Harvey M. Vaile mansion, Independence, Missouri, 
is significant primarily as a superb exanple of French Renaissance 
revival style architecture in Missouri. Its design and construction 
was financed by an owner who desired a magnificent residence as 
an outward expression of his wealth.

Col. Harvey K. Vaile, original owner and builder, began construction 
ca. 1871. The mansion was corapleted in 1831 at a cost greater than 
§100,000. (Kansas City Journal-Post, March 20, 1927, p. 9c.) The 
design of the mansion was inspired by a large house in Kormandy, 
France that Vaile and his wife had visited during a trip to Europe. 
(The Daily. Mews (Independence), article by Louise Hurlbut, "Dignity 
of Past" Lives on in Stately Vaile Ifension," Feb. 13, 1952, pp. 5-6. )

Vaile made a great deal of money in shrewd business ventures, pri 
marily interests in the construction of the Erie Canal. (State 
Historical Society of 'H-ssouri, Historic Sites Files: Jackson County, 
material from Edward C. Wrlght, Jr.) He was also part owner and 
operator of the Old Star Mail Route originating in Independence during 
the 1860's. He was implicated in the "Star Route Scandals" of 1882 
and 1883, and before acquittal in 1883, his trial expenses exceeded 
$100,000. (Kansas City Journal-Post, March 20, 1927, p. 9c.)

Vaile made his home the showplace of Jackson County, offering lavish 
hospitality to notables of the 1880's and 1890's including many 
U.S. Senators and congressional representatives. After his death 
in 1395, the estate was contested by nieces and nephews in a suit 
which lasted five years. (Kansas City Journal-Post, torch 20, 1927, p. 9c.) ————————————————

The mansion has been in use as a sanitarium since 1908.
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II. NEWSPAPERS Al-ID PERIODICAL

A. The Dally News (Independence), Feb. 33, 1952, pp. 5-6. 
Good, detailed source, cites long-term owner, 
Mrs. Gary May Carrol, later Mrs. Orlando Sprague.

B. The Independence Examiner, April 13, 1957, PP. 7, 8b. 
i-ientions influence of French chateau on design.

Feb. 26, 1962, p. 6. Etched glass of mansion 
noted.

C. Kansas City Journal-Post, Mar. 20, 1927, p. 9c.
Competent, well researched news article on hone's 
history, Col. Vaile's activities.

D. The Kansas City Times, Nov. Uj, 19h9, p. 20, cols. 3-5. 
Account of one who visited there as a child.

Mar. 31, I960, p. 8. Mr. J. Roger DeWitt buys 
house to prevent razing.

III. DOCUMENTARY

A. State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia,
Missouri, Historic Sites File. Ref. Jackson 
County, material from Edward C. Wright, Jr.
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